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Board Chair’s Message 
 

Water security – the sustainable use and protection of 
water resources and protection against water-related 
hazards such as flooding and drought is one of the most 
pressing issues of our time. For the AWSA in 2014 the 
issue has been one of flooding. 
 
The cities of Melville and Yorkton and surrounding R.M.’s 
saw horrendous flooding in 2014. 
 
Preliminary work was initiated on The Wallace Creek 
Watershed Project. Flood protection and remediation work 
will start in late 2014 and carry on well into 2015. This 
project encompasses six R.M.’s and the Village of Rhein. 

 
Through the work of our AWSA Manager, Aron has been directly involved with the Assiniboine 
River Basin Initiative (ARBI). The ARBI includes three river watersheds – Assiniboine, 
Qu’Appelle and Souris Rivers. It covers part of south eastern Saskatchewan, south western 
Manitoba and northern North Dakota. 

 
The formation of the ARBI is in its early stages to becoming a legal entity. The current Planning 
Committee (that Aron sits on representing Saskatchewan) has been tasked with the 
responsibility of formulating a Board of Directors, drafting the incorporation papers (U.S. and 
Canada), writing a Mission and Vision Statement, drafting a set of bylaws, etc., etc. by the 
spring of 2015. The ARBI will be modelled after the Red River Basin Commission (32 years 
old). 

 
The need to manage water on a basin wide approach has come about as a result of the 
atrocious flooding in Manitoba in 2011 and 2014, and the devastating flood in Minot, North 
Dakota in 2011. 

 
The need for controlled water management and engineered flood mitigation infrastructure works will 
become more prevalent now and in the future. This will become a major component of the AWSA’s 
operations program, and we have to plan strategically and accordingly to capitalize on this challenge 
and opportunity when it arises. 
 
The AWSA has come a long way since 2007, and we are certainly up to the task at hand of any 
challenge that the future may bring. 
 
 
Hydrotherapy: The Healing Power of Water 
 
Did you know that hot water is relaxing, causing blood vessels to dilate and this helps remove waste 
from body tissues. On the other hand, cold water is a stimulation and causes superficial blood vessels 
to constrict shunting the blood flow to internal organs. Alternating hot and cold water improves 
elimination, decreases inflammation and stimulates circulation – perfect health depends on perfect 
circulation made possible by access to perfect high quality water. 
 
Protection of our source water supplies is paramount to ensure continued good health into the future. 
 
 
 
 
Don Olson 
Board Chair, 
Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association 
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Watershed Manager’s Message 
 

This 2014 Annual Report highlights the accomplishments of the 
Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association (AWSA) for the year 
ending October 31st 2014. 
  
I would like to thank our 37 member municipalities for their continued 
support.  I would also like to acknowledge the support of the AWSA board 
of directors for their commitment to the AWSA and the Assiniboine River 
Watershed. I want to especially thank the AWSA staff; Jesse Nielsen, and 
Katelyn Smith for the excellent work they accomplished in 2014.  
 
We pride ourselves as having one of the strongest memberships in the 
province, 37 in total. We continued to work hard for our members in 2014 
and it proved to be a trying year for some municipalities and the agriculture 
industry once again in our watershed. The City of Melville was the hardest 
hit as a result of rain events in June and July, causing innumerable 
damage to infrastructure, land and personal property. 
 
 

 
2014 Highlights: 
 

The AWSA was awarded with the prestigious 2014 Council of the Federation Excellence in Water 
Stewardship – Saskatchewan. We were also published in the Fine Lifestyles magazine and the 
Outdoor Edge magazine this year.  

 

I presented at the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds Annual Conference, at RM ratepayer 
suppers and at various workshops and field tours throughout the year. I was also invited to be a part 
of the planning committee and elected as the executive member for Saskatchewan on the 
Assiniboine River Basin Initiative. 

 

The AWSA assisted the Water Security Agency with the provincial Emergency Flood Damage 
Reduction Program (EFDRP) following the flooding events SK experienced at the end of June.   

 

We continued our excellent work with the Farm & Ranch Water Infrastructure Program and the 
Farm Stewardship Program. We applied for 98 projects on 215 quarter sections totaling ~ $600,000 
in projects this year. We also continued our efforts on working with landowners with wetland 
restoration programs and we were able to restore 100.4 acres (39 wetlands) on 9 different quarters 
of land.  

 

We were very busy working with the newly established Wallace Creek Watershed Association.  We 
toured the Sub-basin, devised plans and began channel maintenance and infrastructure works 
within the Wallace Creek watershed. 

 

We once again participated in the provincial Poster Contest for grades 5-7 students. We gave 11 in 
school presentations at 7 different schools, and we received 98 posters. We also continued our 
assistance with the “Pizza Farm”. This year we had the pleasure of working with one class from 
Canora and five Yorkton classes, totaling over 100 students. 

 
This fiscal year was once again a busy and productive year for our association.  I am looking forward to 
2015 where we will continue to serve our members and strive to maintain and expand our working 
relationship with all stakeholders.  
 
 
 
Aron Hershmiller 
Manager, 
Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association 
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Introduction 
 
This Annual Report outlines the Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association’s activities 
over their 2014 fiscal year (Nov. 1, 2013 - Oct. 31, 2014).  The projects and activities found 
throughout this report are governed by the association’s vision statement, as written by its 
Board of Directors, and by the objectives, recommendations and key actions contained in the 
Assiniboine River Watershed Source Water Protection Plan and the Yorkton Area Aquifers 
Source Water Protection Plan.   
 
Please visit the AWSA’s website at: www.assiniboinewatershed.com for a full electronic      
version of this report along with more information on past and present reports and projects. 
 
 
 
2014 Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association’s Board of Directors                     
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Front Row L to R: Don Fogg, Don Olson, Grant McCallum, Tom Gall 
Back Row L to R: Garry Liebrecht, Wally Butterfield, Michael Buchholzer, Ernie Bodnarek, Ben Pengilly 
Missing: Dale Heshka, Al Schatz, Conrad Vogel 

Front Row L to R: Don Fogg Don Olson Grant McCallum Tom Gall



The Association at a Glance 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship 
Association is an independent, non-profit 
organization committed to protecting source waters 
in the Assiniboine River Watershed. The 
association’s vision is: 
 
Citizens and communities of the Assiniboine 
River Watershed working together to protect 
the source waters of the Assiniboine River, its 
tributaries and aquifers within the watershed. 
 
To fulfill this vision, the Association works in 
partnership with public and private stakeholders 
throughout the watershed to carry out projects that 
protect and enhance water sources.  Much of this 
work focuses on the objectives, recommendations 
and key actions contained in the Assiniboine River 
Watershed Source Water Protection Plan and the 
Yorkton Area Aquifers Source Water Protection 
Plan.  The Association’s Board of Directors has 
also  chosen to undertake some other initiatives, 
which are detailed in this Annual Report. 
 
The business and affairs of the Association are 
managed by its Board of Directors.  The Board is 
comprised of 12 members elected from three 
advisory committees: the Assiniboine River 
Advisory Committee, the Whitesand River Advisory 
Committee and the Yorkton Area Aquifers Advisory 
Committee. Each advisory committee elects four 
members to the Board.  
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship 
Association’s Board of Directors: 
 
Michael Buchholzer - City of Yorkton 
Grant McCallum - Town of Saltcoats 
Ernie Bodnarek - R.M. of Sliding Hills No. 273 
Garry Liebrecht - R.M. of Wallace No. 243 
Dale Heshka - City of Melville 
Tom Gall - Town of Springside 
Al Schatz - R.M. of Stanley No. 215 
Ben Pengilly - R.M. of Cana No. 214 
Don Olson - Town of Sturgis 
Don Fogg - Town of Langenburg 
Wallace Butterfield  - R.M. of  Keys No. 303 
Conrad Vogel - R.M. of St. Philips No. 301 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All Directors are elected for a two-year term at their 
respective Advisory Committee meetings. Directors 
are elected on a staggered two-year basis after the 
first meeting of the Advisory Committees.  For the 
initial appointments, half of each Advisory 
Committee was appointed for two years and the 
other half for one year.  These appointments were 
determined randomly. 
 
All Directors may be re-elected and are not 
restricted as to the number of consecutive terms 
served. 
 
The Board of Directors meet four times a year, and 
annually appoints a Chair, Vice-Chair and such 
other officers as the Board may determine. 
 
The day-to-day business of the Association is 
conducted by the Watershed Manager. The 
Watershed Manager reports to the Board, and is 
granted such powers and duties as the Board may 
specify. 
 
The Association receives operating revenue in the 
form of a grant from the Water Security Agency.  
The Association also receives revenues from its 
paid membership. The membership currently 
consists of the following 37 local municipalities:  
 
City of Melville  City of Yorkton 
Town of Canora Town of Churchbridge 
Town of Kamsack  Town of Langenburg 
Town of Preeceville  Town of Saltcoats 
Town of Springside  Town of Sturgis 
Village of MacNutt Village of Rhein 
Village of Theodore 
 
R.M. of Langenburg #181 R.M. of Churchbridge #211 
R.M. of Saltcoats #213 R.M. of Cana #214 
R.M. of Stanley #215 R.M. of Calder #241 
R.M. of Wallace #243 R.M. of Orkney #244 
R.M. of Garry #245 R.M. of Ituna Bon Accord #246 
R.M. of Cote #271  R.M. of Sliding Hills #273 
R.M. of Good Lake #274    R.M. of Insinger #275 
R.M. of Foam Lake #276 R.M. of St.Philips #301  
R.M. of Keys #303  R.M. of Buchanan #304 
R.M. of Invermay #305 R.M of Livingston #331 
R.M. of Clayton #333 R.M. of Preeceville #334 
R.M. of Hazel Dell #335 R.M. of Sasman #336  
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Membership Representation 
 
2014 Board of Directors 
 
Don Olson  Town of Sturgis 
Board Chair 
 
Don Fogg  Town of Langenburg 
Board Vice Chair 
 
Dale Heshka  City of Melville  
Michael Buchholzer City of Yorkton  
Ben Pengilly  R.M. of Cana No. 214 
Ernie Bodnarek  R.M. of Sliding Hills No. 273 
Wallace Butterfield R.M. of Keys No. 303 
Al Schatz  R.M. of Stanley No. 215 
Conrad Vogel   R.M. of St. Philips No. 301 
Garry Liebrecht  R.M. of Wallace No. 243 
Grant McCallum  Town of Saltcoats 
Tom Gall  Town of Springside  
 
 
2014 Staff Members 
 
Aron Hershmiller – Watershed Manager 
Jesse Nielsen – Aquifer/Watershed Coordinator 
Katelyn Smith – Technician / Administration 
 
 
 
Assiniboine River Advisory Committee 
 
Marlo Schappert  – R.M. of Langenburg No. 181 
Neil Mehrer  – R.M. of Churchbridge No. 211 
Melvin Woloschuk - R.M. of Calder No. 241 
Ken Kalmakoff – R.M. of Cote No. 271 
Conrad Vogel – R.M. of St.Philips No. 301 
Wallace Butterfield  – R.M. of Keys No. 303 
Ted Klimm – R.M. of Livingston No. 331 
Wayne Barsby – R.M. of Clayton No. 333 
Darcy Rediger – R.M. of Preeceville No. 334 
Cameron Last – R.M. Hazel Dell No. 335 
Russ Thies – Town of Churchbridge 
Brian Earl – Town of Kamsack 
Don Fogg  – Town of Langenburg  
Johnny Petryshyn – Town of Preeceville 
Don Olson  – Town of Sturgis  
Shayne Wagner – Village of MacNutt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Whitesand River Advisory Committee 

 
Dale Heshka – City of Melville  
Michael Buchholzer – City of Yorkton  
Sylvester Hrynkiw – Town of Canora  
Tom Gall – Town of Springside 
Grant McCallum – Town of Saltcoats  
Kim Hyshka – Village of Rhein  
Nick Lastiwka – Village of Theodore 
Joe Skitcko – R.M. of Saltcoats No. 213 
Ben Pengilly – R.M. of Cana No. 214 
Al Schatz – R.M. of Stanley No. 215 
Garry Liebrecht – R.M. of Wallace No. 243 
Dale Hackman – R.M. of Orkney No. 244 
Anthony Chambers – R.M. of Garry No. 245 
Philip Buczulak – R.M. of Ituna Bon Accord No. 246 
Ernie Bodnarek – R.M. of Sliding Hills No. 273 
James Hupka – R.M. of Good Lake No. 274 
Dwayne Kitzan – R.M. of Insinger No. 275 
Grant Faye – R.M. of Foam Lake No. 276 
Lorne Olynyk – R.M. of Buchanan No. 304 
Jack Prychak – R.M. of Invermay No. 305 
Nevin Morrow – R.M. of Sasman No. 336 

 
Yorkton Area Aquifers Advisory  
Committee 
 
Michael Buchholzer – City of Yorkton 
Grant McCallum – Town of Saltcoats  
Joe Skitcko – R.M. of Saltcoats No. 213 
Ben Pengilly – R.M. of Cana No. 214 
Garry Liebrecht – R.M. of Wallace No. 243 
Dale Hackman – R.M. of Orkney No. 244 
 
Technical Committee Members 
 
Trevor Plews -Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Nolan Johnson - Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Jodie Horvath -Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Adam Matichuk - Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation 
Brian Campbell - Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
Naomi Paley - Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
Charlotte Ward - Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
Lyndon Hicks - Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
Jason Puckett - Water Security Agency 
Warren Thomson - Water Security Agency 
Rick Jasper - Water Security Agency 
Glen Merkley - Water Security Agency 



AWSA Office & Staff 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association (AWSA) office is located on 29,            
2nd Avenue North in Yorkton, Saskatchewan.  Our office hours are Monday to Friday from 
8:00am to 5:00pm (closed over the noon hour). 
 
The AWSA moved to this location in 2009, a distinction that has provided our association with 
a strong individual identity. Located in Yorkton’s downtown business district, our office is only 
one block away from Yorkton City Hall and three blocks from the RM of Orkney and Wallace 
offices. It is also located in close proximity to Canada Post, and many local businesses and 
banks, making it an ideal location.  
 
 
2014 AWSA Staff 
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Aron Hershmiller 
Manager 

Jesse Nielsen 
Coordinator 

Katelyn Smith 
Technician 
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2014 Notable Events 
 

1. November 13th - AWSA staff worked SAW booth at the Canadian Western Agribition 
2. November 20th and 21st - Attended FSP/FRWIP conference in Saskatoon, SK. 
3. November 27th - AWSA board meeting 
4. November 28th - FSP/FRWIP Technical Review Committee meeting 
5. December 19th - FSP/FRWIP Technical Review Committee meeting 
6. January 10th - Janna Foster Willfong meeting - SK Climate Change Adaptation Case Study 
7. January 21st - Poster contest presentation at St. Michael’s School in Yorkton, SK.  
8. January 21st - Poster contest presentation at Yorkdale Central School in Yorkton, SK.  
9. January 23rd - Poster contest presentation at St. Michael’s School in Yorkton, SK. 
10. January 28th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
11. January 29th - Poster contest presentation at Sturgis Comprehensive Institute in Sturgis, SK.  
12. February 3rd - Verified beef production workshop in Theodore, SK. 
13. February 4th - Poster contest presentation at Kamsack Comprehensive Institute in Kamsack, SK.  
14. February 5th - Good Spirit Lake Watershed Association Board Meeting 
15. February 7th - Assiniboine River Basin Commission (ARBC) conference call 
16. February 7th - Poster contest presentation at St. Henry’s Senior School in Melville, SK.  
17. February 11th - Pasture management workshop 
18. February 11th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association board meeting 
19. February 12th - Poster contest presentation at Langenburg High School in Langenburg, SK.  
20. February 13th - Producer’s appreciation night banquet and booth  in Yorkton, SK. 
21. February 21st - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
22. February 25th - Yorkton Aquifer, Whitesand River and Assiniboine River Advisory committee meetings 
23. February 25th - AWSA annual general meeting  
24. February 25th - AWSA board meeting 
25. February 26th - Pasture management workshop 
26. February 27th - Meeting with City of Yorkton, Water Security Agency, Yorkton Wildlife Federation, and        

Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation regarding Yorkton Logan Green Project 
27. March 5th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association board meeting 
28. March 7th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
29. March 13th - Logan Green signage meeting 
30. March 19th - Ag Canada Wetland DEM Ponding Model Workshop in Saskatoon, SK. 
31. March 19th - 21st - Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds annual conference in Saskatoon, SK. The 

AWSA received 2014 Council of the Federation Excellence in Water Stewardship Award at the conference 
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AWSA Annual General Meeting, Yorkton - February 25, 2014 



2014 Notable Events 
 

32. March 26th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) workshop in Virden, MB. 
33. March 27th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
34. March 31st - LIRA Workshop in Regina, SK. 
35. April 10th - Meeting with the Mayor of Preeceville, SK. regarding flooding concerns 
36. April 16th - RM of Garry Rate Payers supper AWSA/AEGP/FRWIP presentation 
37. April 28th - Leafy Spurge Webinar 
38. May 7th - AWSA Board Meeting 
39. May 12th - Spoke to U of S researchers regarding wetland drainage research in our watershed; spoke to 

producers to get possible sampling sites for the researchers 
40. May 14th - Toured Wallace Creek watershed with WSA staff 
41. May 15th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
42. May 15th - MOA Pizza Farm tour 
43. May 16th - TV spot 
44. May 16th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
45. May 22nd - Meeting with U of S researchers at our office prior to them heading out for sampling 
46. May 26th -  AEGP technicians meeting in Regina, SK.  
47. May 27th and 28th - Back to the Field Workshop in Lumsden, SK. 
48. May 27th - Ministry of Highways Wetland Mitigation Project meeting in Regina, SK. 
49. May 30th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
50. June 4th - Stocked Logan Green fish pond with  750 fingerling Rainbow Trout  
51. June 10th - Performed culvert mapping for the town of Kamsack, SK.  
52. June 10th - TV spot 
53. June 12th and 13th - Planting days with students at MOA Pizza Farm 
54. June 17th - Staff field visit to DUC’s Touchwood Hills Ranch grand opening and unveiling 
55. June 20th - Attended a Yorkton Planning District Meeting; AWSA appointed to the committee 
56. June 20th - Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds Managers conference call 
57. June 24th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association meeting 
58. June 26th - Partnered with MOA and DU for AEGP/FRWIP summer field day ‘Cows, Grass & Water’ 
59. July 24th - RM of Wallace meeting at Water Security Agency 
60. July 24th - Good Spirit Watershed Association Board meeting at Burgis Beach, SK.  
61. July 30th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association meeting in Yorkton, SK.  
62. August 6th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) meeting in Minot, ND. 
63. August 7th - Saskatchewan Pasture Tour at various locations 
64. August 8th - Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Association meeting at AWSA office 
65. August 14th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
66. August 15th - Yorkton District Planning Commission meeting in Yorkton, SK. 
67. August 19th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association meeting in Yorkton, SK.  
68. August 20th - AWSA board meeting 
69. August 29th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
70. September 5th - Ducks Unlimited Canada meeting of Directors and presentation at Conner’s Ranch 
71. September 10th - Inspection of Town of Springside flooding concerns 
72. September 11th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
73. September 16th - 18th - Ministry of Agriculture Pizza Farm 
74. September 23rd - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) meeting in Yorkton, SK.  
75. September 25th - Good Spirit Watershed Association meeting in Canora, SK.  
76. September 25th - Meeting with Maple Farm Equipment Precision Ag staff 
77. September 29th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) meeting in Regina, SK.  
78. October 1st - Groundwater Workshop in Saskatoon, SK.  
79. October 2nd - Watershed Managers Conference Call 
80. October 2nd - Yorkton District Planning Commission meeting in Yorkton, SK. 
81. October 2nd - Delta Waterfowl/ALUS conference call 
82. October 10th - Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) conference call 
83. October 14th - FRWIP/AEGP technical review committee meeting 
84. October 15th - LWBSF Project inspection tour 
85. October 17th - Good Spirit Lake Watershed Association Meeting 
86. October 17th - In the field working on the Good Spirit Lake outlet structure 
87. October 20th - Proposed several new BMP’s for the Farm Stewardship Program 
88. October 23rd - Watershed Managers conference call 
89. October 23rd - New partnership with Manitoba company ‘Precision Weather Solutions’ - Demo & infield 

setup of remote weather station 
90. October 29th - Wallace Creek Watershed Association Board meeting 
91. October 31st - Yorkton Creek Watershed Association Board meeting 

11 



2014 Projects / Results 
 
The following chart illustrates the members we worked with and the amount of project funding the 
AWSA distributed throughout the Assiniboine River Watershed in 2014.   
 
1. Water Security Agency (WSA) / Ministry of Agriculture ( MOA) Project Administration Funding 
2. Agri-Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) Program 
3. Farm & Ranch Water Infrastructure (FRWIP) Program 
4. Wetland Restoration Programs 
5. Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation (SWF) Water Projects / Good Spirit Lake Shoreline Project  
6. Culvert Mapping / Flood Mapping 
7. Emergency Flood Damage Reduction Program 
8. Logan Green Water Management System / Poster Contest / Pizza Farm 
9. Wallace Creek Watershed Association  
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Members 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Totals 
Village of MacNutt $2,541           $465     $3,006 
Village of Rhein $2,541           $465   $3,870 $6,876 
Village of Theodore $2,541           $465     $3,006 
Town of Canora $2,541           $465 $500   $3,506 
Town of Churchbridge $2,541           $465     $3,006 
Town of Kamsack $2,541         $1,000 $465 $500   $4,506 
Town of Langenburg $2,541           $465 $500   $3,506 
Town of Preeceville $2,541           $465     $3,006 
Town of Saltcoats $2,541           $465     $3,006 
Town of Springside $2,541         $1,000 $465     $4,006 
Town of Sturgis $2,541           $465 $500   $3,506 
City of Melville $2,541           $465 $500   $3,506 
City of Yorkton $2,541           $465 $9,000   $12,006 
R.M. of Langenburg $5,336   $18,459       $465     $24,261 
R.M. of Churchbridge $5,336 $19,550 $18,159       $465   $3,870 $47,380 
R.M. of Saltcoats $5,336 $8,050 $5,650       $465   $3,870 $23,371 
R.M. of Cana $5,336 $51,114         $465     $56,916 
R.M. of Stanley $5,336 $14,475 $9,430       $465     $29,707 
 R.M. of Calder $5,336 $11,202 $16,200 $68,000     $465   $3,870 $105,073 
 R.M. of Wallace $5,336 $22,810         $465   $3,870 $32,481 
R.M. of Orkney $5,336 $86,524 $35,057 $17,600     $465     $144,982 
R.M. of Garry $5,336 $13,339 $9,863 $31,000     $465     $60,002 

R.M. of Ituna Bon Accord $5,336 $6,294         $465     $12,095 
R.M. of Cote $5,336   $8,668       $465     $14,469 
R.M. of Sliding Hills $5,336 $31,164         $465   $3,870 $40,835 
R.M. of Good Lake $5,336 $38,010 $1,295 $50,600 $7,280   $465     $102,986 
R.M. of Insinger $5,336 $21,424     $2,500   $465     $29,726 
R.M. of Foam Lake $5,336 $6,834 $13,031       $465     $25,666 
 R.M. of St.Philips $5,336           $465     $5,801 
R.M. of Keys $5,336           $465     $5,801 
R.M. of Buchanan $5,336   $16,705   $2,500   $465     $25,006 
R.M. of Invermay $5,336       $2,500   $465     $8,301 
R.M. of Livingston $5,336           $465     $5,801 
R.M. of Clayton $5,336   $38,273 $33,600     $465     $77,674 
R.M. of Preeceville $5,336           $465     $5,801 
R.M. of Hazel Dell $5,336 $5,968 $40,094       $465     $51,864 
R.M. of Sasman $5,336 $19,153 $12,780       $465     $37,734 

Totals $161,095 $355,910 $243,663 $200,800 $14,780 $2,000 $17,216 $11,500 $23,220 $1,030,184 



2014 Council of the Federation, Excellence in Water  
Stewardship Award - Saskatchewan 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association (AWSA) was awarded with the prestigious 2014 
Council of the Federation, Excellence in Water Stewardship Award - Saskatchewan, at the annual   
Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds conference in March. The award was created by Canada’s 
premiers at the Council of the Federation in recognition that water is critical to human and ecosystem 
health. This award is presented annually to a deserving recipient in each Canadian province and        
territory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R - Corey Tocher, MLA - Saskatoon Eastview presenting to Aron 
Hershmiller - AWSA Manager. 
 
L to R - Don Olson - AWSA Board Chair, Aron Hershmiller - AWSA 
Manager, Jesse Nielsen - AWSA Coordinator. 
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Manager, Jesse Nielsen AWSA Coordinator.
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Five Year Service Awards 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association (AWSA) annually recognizes any board 
members and staff members for completing the tremendous milestone of five years of service 
to the AWSA. The AWSA recognized Wally Butterfield - RM of Keys, for serving 5 years on the 
AWSA Board at its 2014 Annual General Meeting. 
 
   L to R: Wally Butterfield & Aron Hershmiller - AWSA Manager 

 Past Recipients  
 
1. Don Olson – Board Chair   Town of Sturgis  2013 
2. Don Fogg – Board Vice-Chair  Town of Langenburg  2013 
3. Al Schatz     RM of Stanley   2013 
4. Ben Pengilly    RM of Cana   2013 
5. Dale Heshka    City of Melville   2013 
6. Garry Liebrecht    RM of Wallace   2013 
7. Grant McCallum    Town of Saltcoats  2013 
8. Tom Gall     Town of Springside  2013 
9. Aron Hershmiller    AWSA Manager  2013 
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   L to R: Wally Butterfield & Aron Hershmiller - AWSA Manager

Past Recipients



Agri – Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) Program 
& Farm Stewardship Program (FSP)  
 
The FSP and AEGP programs provide eligible Saskatchewan producers with financial assistance to 
implement beneficial management practices (BMPs) to help maintain or improve the quality of soil,   
water, air, or biodiversity resources. The AWSA will be assisting with the delivery of this program until 
2018.  
 
A BMP is defined as any agricultural management practice which: 

Ensures the long-term health and sustainability of land-related resources used for agricultural  
production; 
Positively impacts the long-term economic and environmental viability of agricultural production; 
and 
Minimizes negative impacts and risk to the environment. 

 
The program includes 19 BMPs under six categories: 
 
Livestock Site Management; 

BMP – Relocation of Livestock Confinement Facilities 
BMP – Fencing to Protect Surface Water 
BMP – Farmyard Run-off Control 
BMP – Riparian Area Grazing Management and Fencing 

 
Manure Management; 

BMP – Manure Storage Enhancements** 
BMP – Manure Application Equipment and Technologies** 

 
Land Management; 

BMP – Natural Waterway Erosion Control 
BMP – Creek and Stream Crossings 
BMP – Protecting High Risk Erodible and Saline Soils 
BMP – Native Plant Establishment 
BMP – Shelterbelt Establishment** 
BMP – Used Oil, Filter and Fluid Storage** 

 BMP – Multi-Producer Erosion Control  
 

Pest Management; 
BMP – Integrated Pest Management Information  

            Collection and Planning** 
 

Irrigation Management;  
BMP – Irrigation Management Planning** 
BMP – Irrigation Equipment Modification** 
BMP – Variable Rate Irrigation Technology** 

 
Precision Farming: 

BMP – Variable Rate Fertilizer Equipment 
BMP – Variable Rate Mapping 

 
** BMP’s that Require and  individual           
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) 
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Agri – Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) Program 
& Farm Stewardship Program (FSP)  
 
As of year end, we submitted 48 project applications for an approximate total of $355,909.78 
in projects, on 157 quarter sections of land.  
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Rural Municipality Project Cost Totals Project Applica ons 
Churchbridge $19,550.00 1 

Saltcoats $8,050.00 1 
Cana $51,114.49 2 

Stanley $14,474.90 2 
Calder $11,201.59 2 

Wallace $22,809.50 3 
Orkney $86,524.29 8 
Garry $13,338.53 5 

Ituna Bon Accord $6,293.82 2 
Good Lake $38,009.65 7 

Insinger $21,424.32 5 
Foam Lake $6,833.91 1 
Sliding Hills $31,163.96 3 
Hazel Dell $5,967.86 4 
Sasman $19,152.96 2 
Totals $355,909.78 48
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Summer Field Day 
 
The AWSA, DUC and the Ministry of Agriculture co-hosted an agricultural field day this past summer for     
producers in the Theodore area. AWSA staff, presented on the AEGP and FRWIP programs. The 
weather was beautiful and the event was well attended and enjoyed by all.     
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Farm & Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP)  
 
The AWSA assisted with the delivery of the Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure               
Program (FRWIP) from 2013 and will continue to assist producers with this program until 
2018. FRWIP supports the development of secure water supplies in Saskatchewan to expand       
irrigated acres, the livestock industry, encourage rural economic activity and mitigate the     
impacts of drought under four program categories: 

On-Farm 
Agricultural Business Development 
Community Well 
Irrigation District 

 
Eligibility 
Farmers, Ranchers, First Nations Bands, Rural Municipalities and Irrigation Districts across   
Saskatchewan are eligible to apply for funding to develop eligible projects.  
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Wells 
New Small & Large Diameter 
RM Tank Loading Stations 

Dugouts 
New and Expansions 

Remote/Offsite Cattle Watering 
Systems 

Solar, Nose Pumps, Wet-Well 
Systems, Etc. 

Shallow/Deep Buried Pipelines 
In-Pasture Cattle Watering 

Decommissioning Abandoned Wells 
Completed by a Qualified 
Contractor 

Protecting Existing Wells 
Earth Work and Landscaping  

Funding Levels 
Producers: 50% funding to a max 

of $60,000 
RMs: 2/3 of project costs to a max 

of $150,000 
* Well Decommissioning: 90% 
funding to a max of $10,000/

project (does not count against 
applicant’s overall program cap) 

Producer Eligibility Criteria 
Own a min of 320 acres of farmland  
Earn a min of $35,000 gross farm income 
per year 



Farm & Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP)  
 
As of year end, we submitted 50 project applications for an approximate total of $243,663.32 
in projects, on 57 quarter sections of land. 
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Rural Municipality Project Cost Totals Project Applica ons 
Langenburg $18,459.40 5 

Churchbridge $18,159.15 5 
Saltcoats $5,650.00 2 
Stanley $9,430.39 3 
Calder $16,200.00 1 
Orkney $35,056.50 3 
Garry $9,862.50 4 
Cote  $8,667.50 2 

Good Lake $1,295.00 1 
Foam Lake $13,031.00 7 
Buchanan $16,704.55 2 

Clayton $38,272.97 4 
Hazel Dell $40,094.36 8 
Sasman $12,780.00 3 
Totals $243,663.32 50 

$0.00

$5,000.00

$10,000.00

$15,000.00

$20,000.00

$25,000.00

$30,000.00

$35,000.00

$40,000.00

$45,000.00



 
 

 21 



Decommissioning Abandoned Wells  
 
Abandoned wells are wells that are no longer in use. Over the years, many wells and test 
holes around homes and farms throughout our watershed have been abandoned without being 
properly sealed and decommissioned. These wells pose a serious threat to groundwater   
quality and can be a safety hazard to humans and livestock. These abandoned wells act as a 
direct conduit that can allow surface water to directly enter an aquifer, contaminating the      
groundwater and potentially contaminating nearby wells. Through the Farm & Ranch Water          
Infrastructure (FRWIP) program, we applied to decommission 17 wells this fiscal year.   
 
 
The following pictures are some of the wells that were applied for this year. 
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Village of Tuffnel - RM of Foam Lake Bernard Guenther - RM of Orkney 

Well Decommissioning process for a large diameter well 

Village of Tuffnel - RM of Foam Lake

Well Decommissioning pro

Bernard Guenther - RM of Orkney

for a large diameter wellocess f



SWF - Fish Enhancement Projects  
 
The goal of these projects is to continue to improve fish habitat in the Assiniboine River Watershed.  We 
partnered with the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation (SWF) to offer producers an additional 25%    
funding for the following BMPS. 
 
BMP – Relocation of Livestock Facilities - Any permanent structured livestock facility that is located less 
than 1000 ft from a fish bearing waterway. 
 
BMP – Fencing to Protect the Environment - Any new livestock fencing projects that eliminates         
livestock access to a fish bearing waterway. 
 
BMP – Remote Water Systems - Any new remote water system set up, that eliminates livestock  access 
to a fish bearing waterway. 
 
BMP – Planting Vegetation to Protect Riparian Areas - Any newly seeded acres along or around fish 
bearing waterways. 
 
BMP – Improved Stream and Creek Crossings - Any existing crossings that are improved for fish      
passage. 
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BMP - Remote Water System - Sliding Hills Charolais - RM of Sliding Hills (273) - Remote Water System - Sliding Hills Charolais - RM of Sliding Hills (273



Wetland Restoration Program  
 
The AWSA partnered with Lake Winnipeg Basin Stewardship Fund - Environment Canada and 
DUC to promote the importance of wetlands and to restore/re-establish drained or in-filled  
wetlands. We restored a total of 100.4 wetland acres (39 individual basins) on 9 quarters of 
land in November of 2013 and October of 2014 (2014 fiscal year). The program compensated 
landowners $2000 for every wetland acre they re-established on their land. In return for the 
incentive payment, landowners were required to sign a 10 year agreement stating they will not 
breach any of the restored wetlands, nor do any new drainage or bush clearing to the existing 
wetland and upland habitat within the quarter of land in which the restoration was done (we 
protected 81.7 acres of existing habitat). Over time these restored wetlands will once again 
become full-functioning wetland ecosystems.    
 

Wetlands are commonly referred to as marshes, sloughs or potholes. 
   

Wetlands reduce the severity of floods by retaining water and releasing it slowly during  
drier periods. 

 

Wetlands recharge groundwater supplies by capturing and storing surface water, a portion 
of which infiltrates into the underlying water table. 

 

Wetlands help purify surface water by breaking down, capturing, or assimilating nutrients, 
agricultural herbicides and pesticides, organic waste, and sediment that is carried to them 
by runoff water. 

 

Around 80 acres of wetlands are destroyed in Canada every day - that’s equal to           
approximately 40 CFL football fields! The vast majority of this loss is occurring on the   
Prairies.  

 

Wetlands act as Phosphorus sinks, helping to reduce the eutrophication of our lakes and            
waterways. They assimilate approximately 2 g P/m2/year (or 8.1 kg P/acre/year). That 
means the wetlands we restored this fiscal year have the ability to assimilate over 800 kg 
of Phosphorus annually!  

 
 
 

 

Drainage Ditch BEFORE Restoration Drainage Ditch AFTER Restoration 
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Wetland Restoration Program 
 
This sketch plan is an example of the process we use for landowner negotiations and wetland          
restoration. Each land parcel is initially mapped using GIS (Geographic Information System)    
software in conjunction with the satellite imagery. In-field “ground-truthing” is then performed 
using a GPS and laser-level system to accurately map out ditch plug locations and restored 
basin boundaries. The final sketch plan such as that below, is then presented to the landowner 
for review prior to contract signing. This particular parcel had 10 separate basins to restore, for 
a total of 22.2 acres of wetland habitat. You can see many of the drainage ditches on the     
satellite imagery. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

imagery.
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Wetland Restoration Program 
 
The following pictures are from wetlands we restored in 2009. After 5 years, they are full    
functioning wetlands that are protecting source water within the Assiniboine River Watershed. 
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Culvert Infrastructure Mapping Program 
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Culvert Infrastructure Mapping Program - Town of Kamsack 
 
Last year the Town of Kamsack utilized the AWSA’s culvert mapping service when AWSA coordinator, 
Jesse Nielsen, worked with Town of Kamsack public works staff to map out and assess all culverts 
within town limits on June 10th, 2014. Jesse prepared a report for the Town, which included an 
assessment of culvert condition, diameter, material type, and any other notable information. For more 
information on how your municipality can access this service, contact Jesse @ 306-783-1692. 
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Mapping Program - Town of Springside 
 
The town of Springside approached the AWSA in September of 2014 to assist them in determining the 
cause of flooding concerns that persisted well after those caused by the June 30th record rainfall that 
triggered severe flooding across much of Saskatchewan. As a paying urban member, the AWSA happily 
agreed to assist the town with their request. Following an inspection of the sites of interest, the AWSA 
arranged for a WSA staff member to perform a survey of the area to determine elevations needed in 
order to better analyze the problem. The AWSA then arranged for an on-site meeting with CP Rail staff 
after it was determined that blockages along the rail bed drainage ditch were preventing water from  
running away from the town as it was designed to do. The railway agreed to the plans put forth to fix the      
problem areas, with work scheduled to take place by the town in 2015. 
 
If you are an urban municipality member that has water management concerns that you think the AWSA 
may be able to provide some assistance with, please do not hesitate to contact us! We will gladly      
provide our services.  
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Logan Green Water Management System 
 

 

Summer of 2014 marked the completion of the Logan Green Project for the AWSA. The      
project, which the AWSA has been involved in since its inception in 2010, has lead to the     
creation of a beautiful eco-recreational area for all City of Yorkton residents to enjoy! Highlights 
of the AWSA’s past involvement include the creation of a natural riffle-pool stream system and 
the planting of over 3000 shrubs and trees to add to the aesthetic and environmental qualities 
of the area. This past year saw the walking trail system completed along with the installation of 
a variety of informational/educational signage designed by the AWSA.  
 

The highlight of 2014 for the Logan Green Water Management System came when the AWSA 
and the SK Wildlife Federation successfully released 750 rainbow trout into the fish pond     
located amongst the green-space at the southern edge of the city. The milestone was attended 
by Mayor Maloney and various media. The 6” trout came from Clear Springs Aquaculture out of 
Roblin, Manitoba. The release marked the culmination of several years of collaboration         
between the AWSA, the Water Security Agency, the City of Yorkton’s Environmental            
Department, the SK Wildlife Federation’s fisheries biologist, Adam Matichuk, and the Yorkton 
Wildlife Federation. The catch and release pond is open to anyone wishing to try their luck, and 
because it’s a private pond, no fishing license is required. However, anglers must abide by the 
rules posted at the pond. The ultimate goal is to have the fish overwinter in the pond without 
the need for an aeration system, which would allow the fish to grow quite sizeable from year to 
year. It’s expected that this will be able to happen due to the fact that the pond is supplied by a 
continuous flow of oxygen-saturated water from the water treatment plant year-round.   

 
 

For full background information on the Logan Green project check out our website: 
www.assiniboinewatershed.com/what-we-re-doing/yorkton-logan-green-project 
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Logan Green Water Management System - Signage 
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Logan Green Water Management System - Fish Release 
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Logan Green Water Management System  Fish Release

(Pictures provided by  the AWSA) 



Good Spirit Lake Shoreline Revitalization Project 
 
The Good Spirit Shoreline project saw the AWSA partnering with the Water Security Agency, Good 
Spirit Lake Watershed Association Board, Good Spirit Provincial Park, Eco-Action - Environment      
Canada, and the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation. The AWSA completed phase I (a 13 meter section 
of the east shoreline) around the outlet control structure. The bank was shaped and excavated, then fill 
was placed and packed. Geo-textile fabric was then laid and covered with pit run gravel. The final step 
was to place cobble / boulder sized rock on the bank. Phase II will take place in the fall of 2015 (a 100 
meter section on the west shoreline) around the control structure.  
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Wallace Creek Watershed Association Board No.11 
 
The Wallace Creek Watershed Association Board No. 11 (WCWAB) was  formed under the 
provincial Watershed Act and officially incorporated in September of 2013. The WCWAB is 
comprised of a 11 member Board of Directors appointed from the municipalities that make up 
the Wallace Creek Watershed membership area (see map below). The AWSA was appointed 
by the Board to act as the administrator/projects manager for the new Association. Unlike the 
AWSA and provincial watershed associations that were formed by the Water Security Agency 
under the Source Water Protection Planning Process, because the WCWAB is formed under 
the Watershed Act, they are considered a form of municipal government with the ability to levy 
funds from their membership. Thus, for most projects being undertaken by the WCWAB, each 
rural municipality pays for a portion of the total cost according to the percentage of area each 
RM has within the Wallace Creek drainage basin (see map below).  
 
About the Wallace Creek Watershed: 
The Wallace Creek Watershed (WCW) is a sub-basin of the Assiniboine River Watershed   
located in East-Central Saskatchewan. WCW is approximately 692 km2, spanning just over 6 
different Rural Municipalities: Good Lake (274, not a member), Sliding Hills (273), Wallace 
(243), Calder (241), Saltcoats (213), and Churchbridge (211). The only urban municipality   
located within the watershed is the village of Rhein. The main channel of Wallace Creek is an 
astonishing 188 miles long! That’s approximately the same distance as driving from Yorkton to 
Regina! This inconceivable length is due to the unbelievable meandering nature of the creek. 
which is a factor of the incredibly small amount of elevation drop from the creek’s headwaters 
to it’s confluence with the Whitesand River.  

Wallace Creek Watershed (Wallace Creek shown in green) 
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Wallace Creek Watershed Association Board No.11 



Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) 
 
What is the Assiniboine River Basin Initiative? 
 
ARBI is a group of key stakeholders from North Dakota, Saskatchewan and Manitoba which, under the 
guidance of the Prairie Improvement Network (PIN) has come together to develop an organizational 
structure that will work cooperatively to address water related issues across the basin. 
 
Why have the Stakeholders come Together? 
 
In 2008, the Government of MB commissioned a study on the basin. A meeting was hosted with invitees 
from the above-mentioned stakeholders. A final report with recommendations was developed by the 
Red River Basin Commission (RRBC) as well as a Steering Committee. Due to a variety of reasons the 
initiative did not move forward.  
 
In 2011 the basin experienced one of its worst flood events in history. In the aftermath, it was evident 
that, unlike the Red River basin, there was no inter-jurisdictional structure in place to help stakeholders 
and watershed residents to take a basin-wide approach to the major water issues that had become   
evident.  
 
As a general consensus emerged among stakeholders of the need for an overarching plan for the basin, 
PIN proceeded with the assistance of the RRBC to create the ARBI Planning Committee in the fall of 
2013. 
 
 

The overall Assiniboine Drainage Basin area is composed of the 
Assiniboine, Qu’Appelle and Souris River watersheds.   

The Assiniboine River joins the Red River at The Forks in Winnipeg.  
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Assiniboine River Basin Initiative (ARBI) 
 
Who are the Members of the ARBI Planning Committee? 
 
The committee includes members from all three jurisdictions representing municipalities and counties, 
conservation, water, agricultural and science-based organizations as well as government departments. 
 
An Interim Executive Committee is in place and chaired by Dr. Allan Preston of PIN, with Dan Mazier of 
the Keystone Agricultural Producers as vice-chair. Other members include Patrick Fridgen of the North 
Dakota State Water Commission, Aron Hershmiller of the Saskatchewan Assiniboine Watershed    
Stewardship Association, and Heather Dalgleish of Manitoba Conservation Districts Association.  
   
Lance Yohe, former Executive Director of the RRBC, is the Senior Advisor and Wand McFadyen is the 
ARBI Project Manager/Champion.  
 
Work to Date? 
 
Following the formation of the ARBI Planning Committee a multi-stakeholder workshop was held in   
Virden, MB on March 26th, 2014 with over 130 representatives in attendance from all three jurisdictions. 
The consensus form this meeting was to develop an agency that would unify the basin.  
 
Next Steps? 
 
As part of the consensus-building process, meetings are currently planned with several government  
departments and elected officials, as well as other agencies and stakeholders across the basin.  
 
A fall conference will be held in Regina on November 12th - 14th, 2014. A governance model will be 
presented to those in attendance as well as membership structure which will drive the new organization 
forward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An ARBI Informational Meeting was held in Yorkton on September 23rd, 2014 

37 



Poster Contest 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association once again had great success with 
its annual poster contest. This year we focused on educating students on the importance of  
groundwater for our drinking water in the Assiniboine River Watershed (over 90% of watershed 
residents rely on groundwater for their drinking water source), with the theme being, "Groundwater-
Below the Surface". The contest was open to grade 5, 6, and 7 students. They had an opportunity 
to win several prize packs locally, with the first place poster having a 1 in 10 opportunity to also win 
the provincial Grand Prize of a $1000 Outdoor Sporting Gear Package donated by the 10          
participating provincial Watershed Associations, custom chosen by the student themselves! Jesse 
and Katelyn gave a total of 11 presentations at 7 schools across the watershed (the most ever 
done), with the highlight of the presentations being the edible candy aquifer model enjoyed by all 
students. We once again received the most posters of any watershed in the province, a total of 98! 
We would like to thank all those teachers and students that participated.  

 
 
 
 

 
1st Place: Congratulations to Mya Desmarais! Grade 7, Yorkdale School in Yorkton.    

(Mya's poster placed 2nd provincially- a tremendous accomplishment) 
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Poster Contest 

 
 

 
 

 

3rd Place: Congratulations  
to Sadie McGriskin, grade 6 from 

Kamsack Comprehensive Institute.  

2nd Place: Congratulations 
to Kareena Lukinov, grade 7 from 

Yorkdale school in Yorkton.  

The candy model aquifers were a great way to explain to students the concept of an aquifer   
and how a water well works… and they tasted great too! 
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Pizza Farm 

The AWSA once again assisted with the Ministry of Agriculture’s “Pizza Farm” this past year. 
The Pizza Farm is a large circular plot of land partitioned into smaller plots shaped like pizza 
wedges. Each of the farm's wedges produce ingredients that are used in making pizza. This 
included wheat for crust, canola for oil, tomatoes, peppers, garlic and herbs for sauce, a pig for 
pepperoni and ham, and a dairy cow for cheese. The Pizza Farm is designed to increase    
agricultural awareness within the community and among youth. It is a fantastic interpretive and 
educational tool for teaching school children about where their food comes from and the      
important role that modern agriculture and technology play in food production. All of the       
educational activities and tours have been connected to key outcomes and indicators from the 
Saskatchewan Curriculum for grades 3 and 4.  
 

For a great video of the Pizza Farm check out the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzlp529pWR0  
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watch?v=Hzlp529pWR0
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Emergency Flood Damage Reduction Program 
 
The AWSA contracted their services to the Water Security Agency during the 2014 summer 
flooding event which heavily affected the Assiniboine River Watershed. AWSA staff assisted 
with administration duties, data input, initial site inspections/reporting, and final site              
inspections/reporting. The Emergency Flood Damage Reduction Program (EFDRP)  provides 
assistance with the implementation of emergency flood damage reduction or prevention 
measures in 2014 for communities, rural municipalities, businesses, non-profit organizations, 
individual farm and country residences and cottages to prevent damage from imminent    
flooding. 
 
Activities and works covered by the program provisions: 

Engineering support 
Construction of dykes/berms 
Installation of culverts 
Construction of diversion works (Approvals required) 
Sandbags, material to fill sandbags, equipment rental to fill sandbags, and placement of 
sandbags with machinery 
Temporary flood dykes (water tubes, basket type dykes, etc.) 
Channel clearing 
Pumping 
For communities and municipalities, use of their own equipment for flood prevention work 
at standard industry rates 
For yard sites – owners can use their own equipment and cost-sharing will be based on 
appropriate equipment rental rates 
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(Pictures provided by  the AWSA) 

Submerged culverts and berm on grid  
to hold Yorkton Creek within its banks 

and protect downstream property 
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Fine Lifestyles Magazine Article 
 
In a constant effort to promote ourselves and our work, the AWSA expanded its advertising efforts in 
2014 with a full 2 page article in the popular Fine Lifestyles magazine. The magazine tells the stories of 
successful businesses in the Parkland area of eastern Saskatchewan and Western Manitoba.   
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Fine Lifestyles Magazine Article 
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Outdoor Edge Magazine Article 
 
The following article appeared in the Outdoor Edge magazine in the fall of 2014. The magazine is      
provided free of charge to all members of Provincial Wildlife Federations across Western  Canada. For 
more information on the project check out our 2013 Annual Report. 
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Outdoor Edge Magazine Article 
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Assiniboine River Watershed - Scenery Pictures  
 
(All pictures are from the City of Yorkton - in the Yorkton Area) 
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Wallace Creek Flight Pictures 
 
AWSA manager and board member, Michael Buchholzer took a flight on July 10, 2014 of the 
Wallace Creek and Yorkton Creek sub-basins.  
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(Pictures provided by  the AWSA) 

Wallace Creek and Whitesand River on Hwy #9 Wallace Creek and Whitesand River on Hwy #9 

Whitesand River - new bridge on Good Spirit Hwy #229 Wallace Creek Rhein Hwy #309 

Wallace Creek - Purves Lake 

(Pictures provided by the AWSA)

Wallace Creek and Hwy #10 



Yorkton Creek Flight Pictures 
 
AWSA manager and board member, Michael Buchholzer took a flight on July 10, 2014 of the 
Wallace Creek and Yorkton Creek sub-basins.  
 

48 
(Pictures provided by  the AWSA) 

Yorkton Creek south of Yorkton Hwy #16 Leech Lake Outlet on Hwy #9 

Crescent Lake / Little Bone Reserve Hwy #9 Crescent Creek Brewer Road 

Crescent Creek RM of Cana - Washed out Culvert 

(Pictures provided by the AWSA)

Crescent Creek City of Melville  



Yorkton Creek Flight Pictures 
 
AWSA manager and board member, Michael Buchholzer took a flight on July 10, 2014 of the 
Wallace Creek and Yorkton Creek sub-basins.  
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(Pictures provided by  the AWSA) 

Melville Resevoir Hwy #52 west of Yorkton 

Yorkton Creek -  Hwy #9 Yorkton Creek -  Hwy #9 

Yorkton Creek through Yorkton 

(Pictures provided by the AWSA)

Yorkton Creek - Hwy #10 



Melville Flood Pictures 
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(Picture provided via Facebook) (Picture provided via Facebook)

(Picture provided by  CTV News) (Picture provided by  CTV News)

Melville Hospital 

Melville Chevrolet Dealership 



Melville Flood Pictures 
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(Picture provided by 
Global  News) 
(Picture
Global 

Agri-park Road  
from the air 

Pictures provided by Melville Advance  

Agri-park Road  
on the ground 

(Picture provided via 
Facebook) 

Pictures provided by Melville Advance

Melville volunteers sandbag the city 

Hwy #10 



Tree Planting Equipment Program 
 

52 

  
  
 
 
 



SWF - Fish Enhancement Program 
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Acronym List 
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AAFC – Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
ADOPT – Agricultural Demonstration of Practices and Technology 
AEGP – Agri-Environmental Group Plans 
AESB – Agri-Environment Services Branch (Formerly PFRA) 
AGM – Annual General Meeting 
AIS – Alien Invasive Species 
ALUS – Alternative Land Use Services 
ARBI – Assiniboine River Basin Initiative  
ARW – Assiniboine River Watershed 
ASAP – ALUS Saskatchewan Assiniboine Project 
AWSA – Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association 
BMP – Beneficial Management Practice 
COY – City of Yorkton 
CPR – Canadian Pacific Railway 
CNR – Canadian National Railway 
CSFSP – Canada / Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program 
DFO – Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
DUC – Ducks Unlimited Canada 
EFP – Environmental Farm Plan 
FNR – First Nations Reserve 
FRWIP – Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program 
FSP – Farm Stewardship Program 
GSLWAB – Good Spirit Lake Watershed Association Board 
GSLPP – Good Spirit Lake Provincial Park 
GIS – Geographic Information System (computer mapping) 
GF1 –  Growing Forward 1 
GF2 –  Growing Forward 2 
ILO – Intensive Livestock Operation 
IACC – Institutional Adaptation to Climate Change  
LID – Low Impact Development  
LIRA – Land and Infrastructure Resiliency Assessment 
LQWS– Lower Qu’Appelle Watershed Stewards 
LWBSF – Lake Winnipeg Basin Stewardship Fund 
MCDA – Manitoba Conservation Districts Association 
MOA – Ministry of Agriculture 
MOE – Ministry of Environment 
MOH – Ministry of Highways 
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NRCAN – Natural Resources Canada 
NWCF – National Wetland Conservation Fund 
PCAB – Provincial Council of Add Boards 
PCAP – Prairie Conservation Action Plan 
PHJV – Prairie Habitat Joint Venture 
PFRA – Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 
RM – Rural Municipality 
SARM – Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
SAW – Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds 
SCDA – Saskatchewan Conservation & Development Association 
SES – Saskatchewan Environmental Society 
SRC – Saskatchewan Research Council 
SUMA – Saskatchewan Association of Urban Municipalities 
SWA – Saskatchewan Watershed Authority 
SWAT – Soil and Water Assessment Tool  
SWAUMP – Source Water and Urban Municipal Projects Fund 
SWF – Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation 
SWPP – Source Water Protection Plan 
WCWAB – Wallace Creek Watershed Association Board 
WSA – Water Security Agency (Formerly SWA) 
YCWAB – Yorkton Creek Watershed Association Board 
YWF – Yorkton Wildlife Federation 
 
 
Aquifer –  A permeable body of rock capable of yielding usable quantities of groundwater to 
wells and springs.  
 
Watershed –  An elevated boundary contained by its drainage divide and subject to surface 
and subsurface drainage under gravity to the ocean and interior lakes.  
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